LATER MIDDLE AGES TO THE PRESENT DAY          283

machinery. The export of important raw materials was likewise
forbidden. An Act of 1660 made it a felony to send wool out
of the kingdom, at a time when felonies were punishable by
death. Adam Smith did not exaggerate when he spoke of the
laws regulating the woollen manufacture as being like those of
Draco, 'written in blood9. -Indeed, the severity of this particular
law interfered with its due administration, and milder penalties
had to be substituted by an Act of 1696. Raw materials coming
to this country were admitted duty free and, if they came from
the colonies, might receive a bounty. Protection against foreign
competition in manufactured goods was afforded by heavy
duties and prohibitions. A Restoration law placed a prohibi-
tive tax on imported cloth, and when English woollens began to
suffer from the competition of Indian calicoes, the Calico Act
of 1721 forbade the weaving of pure cotton fabrics. This statute,
intended primarily for the protection of the woollen trade,
proved eventually to be of even greater benefit to the English
cotton industry, which was thereby enabled to withstand the
formidable competition of Indian cottons. The cotton cloths
woven in England at this time were really mixtures of cotton
and linen and therefore not liable to the prohibition imposed by
the Calico Act.1 In more direct ways, the consumption of
English wares was stimulated. A law of 1667 enacted that the
dead must be buried in woollen cloth,2 and Parliament in 1698
directed that 'all magistrates, judges, students of the univer-
sities, and all professors of the common and civil law, do wear
gowns of the woollen manufacture3.

In return for these valuable privileges, industry was obliged
to conform to a certain standard of production, and the English
statute book is full of laws prescribing the materials to be used
and the processes to be observed in particular trades. The
woollen manufacture, England's premier industry, received
the greatest share of the legislature's attention. A manual

1 When the Act was repealed in 1774, the cotton industry no longer required
protection.
* As a rhymester expressed it:

'Since the living would not bear it,

They should when dead be forced to wear it.'